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to Pod
THOUGH THE IDEA OF 
MICROSCHOOLING 
DIDN’T ARISE IN RESPONSE 
TO THE ACADEMIC NEEDS 
OF PANDEMIC-AFFECTED 
STUDENTS, THE CONCEPT 
HAS GAINED POPULARITY 
BECAUSE OF IT—AND 
MANY LOCAL FAMILIES 
ARE SIGNING UP FOR 
THE RIDE. 

BY ANETTA NOWOSIELSKA

I
n pondering the idea of a learning pod, equal 
parts home schooling and Nurse Matilda-
style nurturing with a socially distant twist, 
some readers may summon up the image of 
a governess—a woman employed to teach 

children in a private household, common in the prewar 
European countryside where suitable schooling options 
were scarce. Today, with stakes seemingly higher out 
East, what used to get done around the dining room 
table is now taught in bedrooms converted into tricked-
out learning environments and led by vetted educators 
ZKR�DLP�WR�ÀOO�LQ�WKH�JDSV�OHIW�E\�WKH�XQFHUWDLQW\�RI�WKH�
school year ahead. 

This pedagogic ambiguity and health concerns have 
forced many parents to think outside of the proverbial 
box to dot the i’s and cross the t’s on the road to their 
RͿVSULQJ·V�VFKRODVWLF�JUHDWQHVV��(QWHU�´SDQGHPLF�SRGVµ�
RU�´PLFURVFKRROVµ³VPDOO��LQ�SHUVRQ�JURXSV�RI�VWXGHQWV�
learning supplementally and/or in lieu of a conventional 
setting with the help of an in-person tutor or teacher 
at a cost that’s tacked on top of school tuition. These 
pods are taking over many guest houses of sprawling 
estates across the Hamptons with an unprecedented 
]HDO��´:KLOH�WKHUH�LV�QR�VXEVWLWXWH�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�EHLQJ�
ZLWK�WKHLU�WHDFKHUV�DQG�SHHUV�LQ�D�VFKRRO�VHWWLQJ�µ�
H[SODLQV�(ULFD�0DOW]��IRXQGHU�DQG�&(2�RI�:KL].LG]�

Tutoring (whizkidztutoring.com), whose local presence 
KDV�LQFUHDVHG�E\�OHDSV�DQG�ERXQGV��´OHDUQLQJ�SRGV�DUH�
a unique way to keep children engaged and learning at 
a time when many parents are nervous about sending 
WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�VFKRRO�µ

6R�KRZ�HͿHFWLYH�DUH�WKHVH�VPDOO�HQYLURQPHQWV�ZLWK�
multiage students and pioneering teaching models 
DJDLQVW�WKH�&29,'����OHDUQLQJ�VOLGH"�´)URP�D�GD\�WR�
day perspective, we feel successful if our students have 
PDVWHUHG�WKH�PDWHULDO�DQG�IHHO�H[FLWHG�WR�OHDUQ�µ�H[SODLQV�
Hamptons Prep (joinhamptonsprep.com) CEO Angela 
0DVFDUHQDV��´)URP�D�ORQJ�WHUP�SHUVSHFWLYH��ZH�ZDQW�
our students to feel a sense of normalcy while achieving 
DFDGHPLF�VXFFHVV�µ

This solution, however, presents some challenges. 
´'HPDQG�IRU�TXDOLÀHG��SURIHVVLRQDO�WHDFKHUV�WR�VWDͿ�
OHDUQLQJ�SRGV�JUHDWO\�H[FHHGV�WKH�VXSSO\�µ�RͿHUV�:DLQH�
Tam, the CEO of Selected (getselected.com), a platform 
that connects families and teachers, a critical part of 
the pod formation process. Today’s culturally sensitive 
ODQGVFDSH�EHJV�DQRWKHU�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ��´7KH�GRZQVLGH�LV�
that the teacher shortage leads to even greater inequity 
DV�RQO\�WKRVH�IDPLOLHV�ZLWK�WKH�PHDQV�FDQ�DͿRUG�WKH�
PRVW�TXDOLÀHG�WHDFKHUV�µ�7DP�DGGV��7LPH�ZLOO�WHOO�
whether these learning bubbles will burst or usher in a 
new way to school that might be here to stay.

DESIGN DETAILS
Check out interior designer 

Tamara Magel’s picks to 
turn a spare room into a 
swanky learning nook. 

WEST ELM PARSONS 
L-SHAPED DESK AND FILE

CABINET SET This functional 
and stylish desk in white 

lacquer offers plenty 
of extra storage. Add 

hardware to dress it up! 
westelm.com

GUCCI TIAN PRINT 
WALLPAPER Use an eye-

catching Gucci wallpaper 
to add color and fun 

and help kids want to get 
motivated to start the day. 

gucci.com

BENJAMIN MOORE 
CHALKBOARD PAINT Add 

an accent wall of Benjamin 
Moore chalkboard paint 
by painting one wall and 

adding a white frame. This 
makes for a great place to 
keep schedules and notes. 

Buy lots of colored chalk! 
benjaminmoore. com
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Interior designer Tamara 
Magel converts a room  

into a microschool. 




